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The Fourth Sunday of Lent marks
a distinct shift in our Lenten
pilgrimage as we celebrate Laetare
Sunday. This title comes from the
Latin word for “Rejoice,” and the
Church signals this mid-Lenten pause
by replacing the sombre purple of the
season with rose-coloured vestments.
This liturgical oasis is designed to
refresh our spirits, reminding us that
the goal of our sacrifice is not sorrow,
but the great joy of the Resurrection.
In the Gospel for this Sunday, we
hear the account of the Man Born
Blind. Jesus heals him not only of
physical darkness but of spiritual
blindness, leading him to confess,
“Lord, | believe.” In our month-long
reflection on St. Joseph, we find in
him a man who possessed the most
perfect sight of faith.

St. Joseph lived his entire life in
the light of the Incarnation. While the
Man Born Blind required a
miraculous touch to see the physical
world, Joseph walked by a steady,
interior light that allowed him to see
God’s hand in every circumstance.
This is the essence of the Laetare
spirit; the ability to find joy even

when the fullness of the promise is
not yet visible. Whether an angel
spoke in a dream or he had to flee
into the night, Joseph saw beyond the
immediate trial and trusted the divine
plan. He teaches us that the greatest
healing we can receive this Lent is
the opening of our spiritual eyes to
see God’s presence in our ordinary
duties.

The journey of the man in the
Gospel was one of gradual
revelation. He first saw Jesus as a
man, then as a prophet, and finally as
the Son of God. St. Joseph’s
relationship with Jesus was also one
of deepening mystery. As the Foster
Father who taught Jesus His trade,
Joseph daily beheld the Light of the
World growing in wisdom and
stature. This week, we ask St. Joseph
to help us overcome our own
spiritual blindness - the pride and
doubt that prevent us from seeing
Christ in our neighbours. When we
allow grace to penetrate our hearts,
our Lenten penance is no longer a
burden but a joyful preparation for
the light of Easter.

The spirit of joy is why we
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celebrate Laetare Sunday. St. Joseph,
under his title “Solace of the
Afflicted,” reminds us that true joy is
found in fidelity. Even when his path
was shadowed by poverty, he
possessed an interior peace because
he lived for Christ alone. In our own
lives, we are called to be children of
the light, as St. Paul describes. Our
almsgiving and acts of charity this
week should be done with a cheerful
heart, reflecting the warmth of
Christ’s love. By letting go of our own
blindness, we become a source of
light and refreshment for a world that
is often weary and discouraged.

Looking toward the final weeks of
Lent, let us ask St. Joseph to
strengthen our vision. May we have
the courage to stand by the truth of
the Gospel, even when we face
misunderstanding. Let us pray that
our hearts may be purified of
everything that obscures the face of
Christ, using this mid-Lenten pause to
renew our fervour. With St. Joseph as
our guide, we can move through the
remainder of this season with a
steady hope, knowing that the dawn
of the Resurrection is near.
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Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,
by the grace of your Holy Spirit
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and mercifully restore them to full health.
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Robertson, Geoff Senior, Garry Smith, Carlito So, Noel So,
Emanuel Tabone, Alex Taktak, John Toye, John Vella, Peter Van
Duc Vu, Graham Wales, Carmel Watts, Phyllis Webb, Mershed

Wehbe, Yesmine Wehbe, Dib Zaiter, Laila Zaiter
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Stations of the Cross
on Fridays During Lent and
Additional Confession Times

Throughout the holy season of
Lent, the Stations of the Cross will
be prayed twice each Friday,
providing all parishioners with the
opportunity to participate in this
significant spiritual exercise. This
devotion will be held at 5:30 p.m.
at Holy Family Church and again at
6:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church.

We invite you to join us as we
pray the Via Crucis, reflecting upon
the passion of Our Lord to better
prepare our hearts for Holy Week
and the joy of Easter.

To further assist in this spiritual
preparation in these final weeks of
Lent, extra opportunities for the
Sacrament of Penance have been
scheduled. Confessions will be
heard following the Stations at
both churches on Friday, 20 March
and Friday, 27 March. Please take
advantage of these extra times to
seek God’s mercy.

Altar Servers wishing to serve
at 3:00 p.m. on Good Friday
at Holy Trinity Church

A meeting has been scheduled
for Wednesday, 1 April for all altar
servers wishing to serve at the
3:00p.m. Commemoration of the
Passion of the Lord on Good Friday
at Holy Trinity Church.

Serving during the Paschal
Triduum is a profound way to
participate in the most solemn days
of the Church’s year.

To ensure all roles are
coordinated and the liturgy is
conducted with due reverence,
there will be a mandatory briefing
and rehearsal for all volunteers:

All experienced servers and
those wishing to assist for the first
time are encouraged to attend. Your
commitment to this ministry helps
us all enter more deeply into the
prayer of the Lord’s Passion.

10th Annual
Good Friday “Cross Walk”

We warmly invite all
parishioners and members of the
community to join us for our
annual Stations of the Cross "Cross
Walk" this Good Friday. This
meaningful tradition has become a
cornerstone of our parish’s Lenten
devotions since it first commenced
in 2016, providing a solemn
opportunity to reflect on the Passion
of Christ through communal prayer
and physical pilgrimage.

The walk will begin at 5:30 p.m.
at Holy Trinity Church. From there,
we will process together through
our local streets toward Holy
Family Church. Along the route, we
will pause at the homes of various
parishioners to pray one of the
Stations of the Cross, to meditate on
each station.

This event is a beautiful public
witness of our faith, and its success
relies on the hospitality of our
people. Thank you to everyone who
has so generously offered their
homes as one of the stations this
year. Your kindness allows us to
bring this devotion directly into the
heart of our neighbourhood.

Good Friday Cross Walk
“Safety Marshalls”

On Good Friday, we will again
hold our Stations of the Cross
“Cross Walk” from Holy Trinity
Church to Holy Family Church.

This is an annual event of the
parish which this year celebrates its
10th anniversary.

We are asking for people to
volunteer as marshalls to help along
the way. The role of the marshall is
to help us safely cross roads and to
guide people along the route.

Please contact the parish office
if you are able to assist. In this way,
we can safely carry out this noble
work in honour of Our Lord as we
commemorate His saving Passion.

First Confession
(Sacrament of Penance)
and First Holy Communion
(Sacrament of the Eucharist)

Enrolment forms are now
available for first confession
(Sacrament of Penance) and first
Holy Communion (Sacrament of
the Eucharist). To be eligible, your
child must have been baptised in
the Catholic church, be in year 3 or
above and attend Mass every
Sunday.

Enrolment forms can be
collected from the parish office
during regular office hours and
must be returned to the parish
office by 10 April.

The First Communion Mass will
be said on Saturday, 20 June at
12:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church.

Please be aware that those
enrolling their children for these
Sacraments will be obliged to
attend Mass every Sunday in the
parish as well as attending all
lessons and the preparation.

Sacrament of Confirmation

Enrolment forms are now
available for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. To be eligible, your
child must have been baptised in
the Roman Catholic church, be in
year 5 or above and attend Mass
every Sunday. Enrolment forms can
be collected from the parish office
during regular office hours and
must be returned to the parish
office by 10 April.

The Mass will be said on
Thursday, 25 June at 6:00 p.m. at
Holy Family Church. Attendance at
all lessons and the preparation is
mandatory.

Please be aware that those
enrolling their children for this
Sacrament are obliged to attend
Mass every Sunday. May the Holy
Spirit guide our candidates as they
prepare to become faithful
witnesses of Christ.



Friday 3rd April
5:30 p.m.

Join us for a solemn procession of
the Stations of the Cross
through the streets of Granville
In honour o@EEsrF™ 0 a%

Starting

HOLY TRINITY GEREE SH
Cnr. Bennalong & Randle St

Ending

HE R Y H U RCH
200 The Trongate
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DEVOTIONS

Stations
1 Cross

THE
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
5:30PM Fridays

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
6:30PM Fridays

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
6:30PM  Tuesdays
8:15AM  Wed - Sat

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
6PM  Wednesdays

9:15AM Tue & Thur - Sat

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, GRANVILLE
Cor. Randlle St & Bennalong St Granville

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH, EAST GRANVILLE
200 The Trongate, South Granville

Schedule subyect to change. Please see the Granville Catholic Church Record for any changes
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Available for Download on
the Parish Website.
Visit the 'Resources’ Tab.

Blessed
Sacrament

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
6:30PM Wednesdays

Following the 6PN Mass
Includes Evening Prayer & Benediction

SACRAMENT

# sz
= Penance
HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

6:30PM - 7PM Wednesdays
4:15PM - 4:45PM  Sundays

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
5PM - 5:45PM  Saturdays




HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

4:30PM - VIGIL MASS  Sar 28th March
8:30AM - HOLY MASS  Sum 29th March
5PM - HOLY MASS  Sunm 29th March

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

6PM - VIGIL MASS  JSar 28th March
[0AM - HOLY MASS  Sum 29th March

2 APRIL

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
5:30PM - MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
1:30PM - MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

Followed by Adoration before the Altar of Repose
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HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
5:30PM - VIGIL MASS

4 APRIL HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
8PM - VIGIL MASS

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
8:30AM - HOLY MASS

D HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
5 APRIL |0AM - HOLY MASS

HOLY G ROS Sy PARTSHIGRAN VELEE

IPM - TENEBRAE

A solemn service of
psalms, prayers & candles

3 APRIL

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
9:30AM - STATIONS OF THE CROSS

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
10:30AM - STATIONS OF THE CROSS

HOLY FAMILY & HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
3PM - COMMEMORATION OF THE
PASSION OF THE LORD
5:30PM - CROSS WALK

HOLY TRINITY, GRANVILLE
CNR. RANDLE ST & BENNALONG ST

HOLY FAMILY, EAST GRANVILLE
200 THE TRONGATE
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THE GIFT OF SIGHT AND SPIRITUAL LIGHT

On this Fourth Sunday of Lent,
known traditionally as Laetare
Sunday, the Church pauses its sombre
violet and adopts the rose hue of
dawn. This shift in colour serves as a
brief, joyful refreshment, signalling
that the light of Easter is fast
approaching. The Gospel for this
Liturgical Year presents us with the
dramatic healing of the man born
blind - a narrative that is less about
physical eyesight and more about the
interior illumination that comes
through Christ.

The man in the Gospel had lived
his entire life in physical darkness,
but his encounter with Jesus brings
about a double healing. First, his eyes
are opened to the physical world;
second, and more importantly, his
soul is opened to the reality of the
Son of God. This journey from
darkness to light is the very essence
of the Lenten season. Each of us is
born with a form of spiritual
blindness, a clouded vision inherited
from our fallen nature that prevents
us from seeing God’s presence in our
daily lives.

3

THE CLAY AND THE WASHING

The manner of the healing is
deeply symbolic. Jesus spits on the
ground, makes clay with the dust,
and anoints the man’s eyes. This
action recalls the creation of man in
Genesis, where God formed Adam
from the dust of the earth. It reminds
us that Christ is the Creator who has
come to remake us. He then

commands the man to wash in the
Pool of Siloam.

This washing has always been
understood as a reference to the
Sacrament of Baptism. Just as the man
had to obey and wash before he
could see we must be continuously
washed by the sacramental life of the
Church to maintain our spiritual
vision. During Lent, we are like the
man at the pool; we are undergoing a
purification of our senses so that we
might see the world not as the secular
age sees it, but as God intends it to
be.

3
THE BLINDNESS OF THE HEART

As the story progresses, we see a
tragic irony. The man who was
physically blind gains his sight and
eventually falls down in worship.
Meanwhile, the Pharisees, who have
perfect physical vision, become
increasingly blind to the truth
standing right in front of them. Their
pride and their rigid attachment to
their own legalisms act as a thick veil.
They refuse to see the miracle
because it does not fit their
preconceived notions of how God
should act.

This serves as a stern warning for
us. It is possible to be a “practising”
Catholic while remaining spiritually
blind. If we allow ourselves to
become self-righteous, or if we use
our faith as a way to look down on
others rather than as a means to seek
God’s mercy, we are like the
Pharisees. True sight requires humility

and the willingness to admit, “Lord, |
do not see as | should. Open my eyes
to my own faults and to your great
goodness.”
3
LIVING AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT

In the second reading, St. Paul
tells us: “You were darkness once, but
now you are light in the Lord; be like
children of light.” To live as a child of
light means to live with a sense of
eternal perspective. It means
recognising that our time on earth is a
preparation for the beatific vision -
the face-to-face meeting with God in
heaven.

With our spiritual eyes opened,
we begin to see the hidden
opportunities for grace in our
struggles. We see that the Cross is not
a dead end, but a gateway. We see
that our neighbour is not a nuisance,
but an image of the Creator. This new
sight is the gift that Christ offers us
today. As we continue our Lenten
ascent, let us pray for the grace to
cast off the works of darkness and to
walk in the radiance of the Truth.

3
A CALLTO ACTION

Examine your life this week for
any blindspots where pride or
resentment have clouded vyour
judgment. Ask the Holy Spirit to
illuminate your soul during a quiet
visit to the church. Trust that the Lord
desires to restore your vision and lead
you into His marvellous light. May
we always walk in the brightness of
His truth.



4th Sunday of Lent, Year A
The Readings

Introit
(CfIsaiah 66:10-11)
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

First Reading
The first book of Samuel
(1 Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13)

The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. |
am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have chosen myself
a king among his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight
of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands
there before him,” but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice
of his appearance or his height for | have rejected him; God
does not see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the
Lord looks at the heart” Jesse presented his seven sons to
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen
these.” He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’
He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out
looking after the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for
him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.” Jesse had him
sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant
bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.
At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he
stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on
David and stayed with him from that day on.

Responsorial Psalm
(Ps22R.v.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. R.

He guides me along the right path;

he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness

no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort. R.

You have prepared a banquet for me
In the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. R.

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell

for ever and ever. R.

Second Reading
Letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
(Ephesians 5:8-14)

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord;
be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in
complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover
what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile
works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things
which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed
even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is
why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.

Gospel Acclamation
(John 8:12)

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel
The Gospel of John
(John 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38)

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind
from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle,
put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and
wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the
blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with
his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging
said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said,
Yes, it is the same one.” Others said, ‘No, he only looks like
him. The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It
had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened
the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had
come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed,
and | can see./ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man
cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.” Others
said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?” And there
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man
again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he
has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner
through and through, since you were born!” And they drove him
away.

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him
he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir’ the
man replied ‘tell me who he is so that | may believe in him.’
Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.” The
man said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and worshipped him.

Communio
(Cf John 9:11,38)

The Lord anointed my eyes: | went, | washed,
I saw and I believed in God.
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