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Today, the 2nd Sunday of Easter,
is known throughout the Church as
Divine Mercy Sunday. It has been
celebrated in this way since the
year 2000 when Pope St. John
Paul 1l declared that this Sunday
would honour the Divine Mercy of
Christ as revealed to St. Mary
Faustina Kowalska.

From the diary of this young
Polish nun, a special devotion
began spreading throughout the
world in the 1930’s. The message is
nothing new, but is a reminder of
what the Church has always taught
through scripture and tradition: that
God is merciful and forgiving and
that we, too, must show mercy and
forgiveness. But in the Divine
Mercy devotion, the message takes
on a powerful new focus, calling
people to a deeper understanding
that God’s love is unlimited and
available to everyone—especially
the greatest sinners.

The message and devotion to
Jesus as the Divine Mercy is based
on the writings of St. Faustina
Kowalska, an uneducated Polish
nun who, in obedience to her
spiritual director, wrote a diary of
about 600 pages recording the
revelations she received about
God’s mercy.

Even before her death in 1938,
the devotion to the Divine Mercy
had begun to spread. The message
of mercy is that God loves us—all
of us—no matter how great our
sins. He wants us to recognise that
His mercy is greater than our sins,
so that we will call upon Him with
trust, receive His mercy, and let it
flow through us to others. Thus, all
will come to share His joy.

DIVINE
MERCY
SUNDAY

2nd SUNDAY of EASTER

The earliest element of the
devotion to the Divine Mercy
revealed to St. Faustina was the
image of Christ.

On February 22, 1931 Our Lord
appeared to her with rays radiating
from His heart and said, “Paint an
image according to the pattern you
see, with the signature: Jesus | trust
in You. | desire that this image be
venerated, first in your chapel, and

throughout the world. | promise
that the soul that will venerate this
image will not perish. | also

promise victory over its enemies
already here on earth, especially at

~ the hour of death. I myself will

defend it as My own glory. | am
offering people a vessel with which

~ they are to keep coming for graces

to the fountain of mercy. That vessel
is this image.”

Jesus added: “The two rays
denote blood and water. The pale
ray stands for the water which
makes souls righteous. The red ray
stands for the blood which is the
life of souls. These two rays issued
forth from the very depths of My
tender mercy when My agonised
heart was opened by a lance on the
Cross. These rays shield souls from
the wrath of my Father. Happy is
the one who dwell in their shelter,
for the just hand of God shall not
lay hold of him. By means of this
image | shall grant many graces to
souls. It is to be a reminder of the
demands of my mercy, because
even the strongest faith is of no
avail without works.”

So on this 2nd Sunday of Easter
let us beseech the Divine Mercy of
our risen Lord and Saviour and
pray, “Jesus, I trust in you.”
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Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,
by the grace of your Holy Spirit
cure the weaknesses of your servants,
and mercifully restore them to full health.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
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Readers

Vigil Gerry Pinto, Racquel La Rosa,
Rebecca Hanson

10:00 a.m. Jasmine Miranda, Sisters,
Mary Georges

IN MEMORIAM

Nieves Arribas, Najibeh Malkoun Assaad, Victor Azzopardi,
Bonello Family, Nick Bonello, Betty Borg, Alice Boustani,
Yousseph Boustani, Kathleen Bradbery, Paul Bradbery,
Teofila Cabal, Mary Caden, Youseff Jose Chalhoub, Nazirah
El-Hallal, Salim El-Hallal, Carmen Galea, Maria Gambin,
Joe Grech, Mary Grech, Sam Grech, Kelvin Huitt, Salim
Karaki, Nouhad Khoury, Frouzine Malkoun, Jacob Malkoun,
Mouna Malkoun, Ofimia Malkoun, Paul Mathews, Joseph
Nammour, Jack Newell, Jean Newell, Tony Newell, Haydee
Nursoo, Laura Pestano, Rogelio Pestano, Rolando Pestano,
Sheila Pidgeon, Peter Robertson, Salina Family, Sergio
Sudiro, Emanuel Tabone, Darren Thornton, Joseph Vella,
Dib Zaiter.
B
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
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Thank You for Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum

With Lent concluded and with
Holy Week and the Triduum now
given way to Eastertide, we would
like to thank all those who made
these solemn celebrations and
devotions possible.

Thank you to all those who
assisted throughout Holy Week;
from Palm Sunday to Tenebrae to
Holy Thursday to Good Friday and
then the Easter Vigil and Easter
Sunday.

Thank you to John Portelli,
Sr. Clare, Brenda Drake, Filomena
Molinaro, Elvis Nguyen, Maryanne
Takchi, and Chloe Zaiter for
arranging and assisting with the
music. The magnificence of the
organ and the beautiful voices
helped to lift our minds to almighty
God and to engage with the depths
of divine worship.

To Alvin, Anthony, Brandon,
Elvis, Jeevan, Johnny, Joshua, Paul,
Patrick and Patrick who served at
the altar. They showed not only
their dedication for serving Our
Lord but also their expertise and
skill in ensuring that everything was
arranged for each of the Masses and
other devotions. They worked
tirelessly throughout Lent and
throughout Holy Week to serve Our
Lord and to serve the Church, and
they are a true blessing for the
parish and an example of service.

To Sue Gittany, Claudette
Takchi, Spiro Portelli, Chloe Zaiter,
Paulette Zaiter and Richard Zaiter
for helping to clean and prepare the
churches for the Easter Vigil.

To Joe Chidiac for preparing the
lucernarium, the Easter vigil fire at
both Holy Family Church and Holy
Trinity Church. Thank you to him
for his generous service.

To Spiro Portelli and Claudette
Takchi for arranging for collectors at
each of the Masses, to those who
volunteered to collect and to all
those who generously donated to
these collections in support of the
parish and other causes.

For the stunning altars of repose
for Holy Thursday in Holy Family
Church and Mackillop Hall and for
the magnificent decorations for the
Easter Vigil at Holy Trinity Church
and at Holy Family Church, we
owe our thanks to John Portelli and
Claudette Takchi—ably assisted by
Rosette Chidiac, Maryanne Takchi
and Spiro Portelli—for their
incredible hard work, their
creativity and their imagination for
these arrangements so that they
would be the most beautiful and
most worthy places for the solemn
commemorations of Our Lord. We
truly have the most beautifully
decorated churches in all of the
diocese.

To Danny Kazzi, Louise Khoury
and Moona Wehbe for generously
donating to the flowers for the altar
of repose and the sanctuary at Holy
Family Church to make the
beautiful arrangements possible.

To Nicholas Khoury and Tony
Wehbe for driving the bus for the
Good Friday “Cross Walk” and to
all the marshals who assisted along
the way, and to those who offered
their homes as Stations of the Cross.

To those who read throughout
the week at Tenebrae, at Stations of
the Cross, and at the Masses—
thank you for offering yourselves in
service.

To Rosette Chidiac and Richard
Zaiter for filming and
photographing the many Masses,
devotions and other liturgies so that
we can have a pictorial record of
these beautiful days.

Many people worked very hard
and for many hours and for many
days to make this past Holy Week
and Triduum a worthy act of
worship of Our Lord, and much of
what people did also goes unseen
but makes it all possible. To all
those who assisted in so many
ways, thank you and God bless you
all for giving to almighty God the
greater glory in this most holy time.

Paul Mathews
Requiescat in Pace

We are saddened to announce
the death of Paul Mathews, who
died on Palm Sunday.

Paul was a parishioner for fifty
years and was dedicated to his faith
and to the parish.

Please pray for the repose of his
soul and for the consolation of his
family, in particular his beloved
wife Micheline, his children
Michael, Jennifer and Kellie, and
his sister-in-law, Solange. May the
faith and hope of the resurrection of
Our Lord grant them peace and to
Paul, eternal rest.

H

Eternal rest grant unto him,
O lord,

and let perpetual light

shine upon him.

May he rest in peace.
May his soul and the souls
of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,

rest in peace.
Amen.

H

Holy Family Church
Doors to be Painted

Next week the doors of Holy
Family Church will be painted. The
colour chosen is that which closely
resembles the colour of the doors
as they were when the church was
dedicated. This work is in addition
to the extensive restoration work
that has been undertaken at Holy
Family Church over the past year,
which includes the replacement of
a number of doors, restoration of
the outdoor lighting illuminating
the church and the grounds, the
new lighting inside the church
making it brighter , the installation
of new security cameras, the
replacement of the worn out
electrical system in the church, the
replacement of guttering, and the
care of a number of trees.



HOMILY OF POPE ST. ]OHN PAUL II ON THE CANONISATION OF ST. FAUSTINA KOWALSK A

“Confitemini Domino quoniam
bonus, quoniam in saeculum
misericordia eius”; “Give thanks to
the Lord for he is good; his steadfast
love endures for ever” (Ps 118:1).
So the Church sings on the Octave
of Easter, as if receiving from
Christ's lips these words of the
Psalm; from the lips of the risen
Christ, who bears the great message
of divine mercy and entrusts its
ministry to the Apostles in the
Upper Room: “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, even so |
send you... Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained” (Jn
20:21-23).

Before speaking these words,
Jesus shows his hands and his side.
He points, that is, to the wounds of
the Passion, especially the wound
in his heart, the source from which
flows the great wave of mercy
poured out on humanity. From that
heart Sr. Faustina Kowalska, the
blessed whom from now on we will
call a saint, will see two rays of
light shining from that heart and
illuminating the world: “The two
rays”, Jesus himself explained to her
one day, “represent blood and
water” (Diary, Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, p. 132).

Blood and water! We
immediately think of the testimony
given by the Evangelist John, who,
when a solider on Calvary pierced
Christ’s side with his spear, sees
blood and water flowing from it (cf.
Jn 19:34). Moreover, if the blood
recalls the sacrifice of the Cross and
the gift of the Eucharist, the water,
in Johannine symbolism, represents
not only Baptism but also the gift of
the Holy Spirit (cf. Jn 3:5; 4:14;
7:37-39).

Divine Mercy reaches human
beings through the heart of Christ
crucified: “My daughter, say that |
am love and mercy personified”,
Jesus will ask Sr. Faustina (Diary, p.
374). Christ pours out this mercy on
humanity though the sending of the

Spirit who, in the Trinity, is the
Person-Love. And is not mercy
love’s “second name” (cf. Dives in
misericordia, n. 7), understood in its
deepest and most tender aspect, in
its ability to take upon itself the
burden of any need and, especially,
in its immense capacity for
forgiveness?

Today my joy is truly great in
presenting the life and witness of
Sr. Faustina Kowalska to the whole
Church as a gift of God for our
time. By divine Providence, the life
of this humble daughter of Poland
was completely linked with the
history of the 20th century, the
century we have just left behind. In
fact, it was between the First and
Second World Wars that Christ
entrusted his message of mercy to
her. Those who remember, who
were witnesses and participants in
the events of those years and the
horrible sufferings they caused for
millions of people, know well how
necessary was the message of
mercy.

Jesus told Sr. Faustina:
“Humanity will not find peace until
it turns trustfully to divine mercy”
(Diary, p. 132). Through the work of
the Polish religious, this message
has become linked for ever to the
20th century, the last of the second
millennium and the bridge to the
third. It is not a new message but
can be considered a gift of special
enlightenment that helps us to
relive the Gospel of Easter more
intensely, to offer it as a ray of light
to the men and women of our time.

What will the years ahead bring
us? What will man's future on earth
be like? We are not given to know.
However, it is certain that in
addition to new progress there will
unfortunately be no lack of painful
experiences. But the light of divine
mercy, which the Lord in a way
wished to return to the world
through Sr. Faustina’s charism, will
illumine the way for the men and
women of the third
millennium.

However, as the Apostles once
did, today too humanity must
welcome into the upper room of
history the risen Christ, who shows
the wounds of his Crucifixion and
repeats: Peace be with you!
Humanity must let itself be touched
and pervaded by the Spirit given to
it by the risen Christ. It is the Spirit
who heals the wounds of the heart,
pulls down the barriers that
separate us from God and divide us
from one another, and at the same
time, restores the joy of the Father's
love and of fraternal unity.

It is important then that we
accept the whole message that
comes to us from the word of God
on this Second Sunday of Easter,
which from now on throughout the
Church will be called “Divine
Mercy Sunday”. In the various
readings, the liturgy seems to
indicate the path of mercy which,
while re-establishing the
relationship of each person with
God, also creates new relations of
fraternal solidarity among human
beings. Christ has taught us that
man not only receives and
experiences the mercy of God, but
is also called “to practise mercy”
towards others: “Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy” (Mt 5:7) (Dives in
misericordia, n. 14). He also
showed us the many paths of
mercy, which not only forgives sins
but reaches out to all human needs.
Jesus bent over every kind of
human poverty, material and
spiritual.

His message of mercy continues
to reach us through his hands held
out to suffering man. This is how
Sr. Faustina saw him and
proclaimed him to people on all
the continents when, hidden in her
convent at Lagiewniki in Krakéw,
she made her life a hymn to mercy:
Misericordias Domini in aeternum
cantabo.

Sr. Faustina’s canonisation has a
particular eloquence: by this act |
intend today to pass this message



on to the new millennium. | pass it
on to all people, so that they will
learn to know ever better the true
face of God and the true face of
their brethren.

In fact, love of God and love of
one’s brothers and sisters are
inseparable, as the First Letter of
John has reminded us: “By this we
know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey
his commandments” (5:2). Here the
Apostle reminds us of the truth of
love, showing us its measure and
criterion in the observance of the
commandments.

It is not easy to love with a deep
love, which lies in the authentic gift
of self. This love can only be
learned by penetrating the mystery
of God's love. Looking at him,
being one with his fatherly heart,
we are able to look with new eyes
at our brothers and sisters, with an
attitude of unselfishness and
solidarity, of generosity and
forgiveness. All this is mercy!

To the extent that humanity
penetrates the mystery of this
merciful gaze, it will seem possible
to fulfil the ideal we heard in
today's first reading: “The
community of believers were of one
heart and one mind. None of them
ever claimed anything as his own;
rather everything was held in
common” (Acts 4:32). Here mercy
gave form to human relations and
community life; it constituted the
basis for the sharing of goods. This
led to the spiritual and corporal
“works of mercy”. Here mercy
became a concrete way of being
“neighbour” to one's neediest
brothers and sisters.

Sr. Faustina Kowalska wrote in
her Diary: “I feel tremendous pain
when | see the sufferings of my
neighbours. All my neighbours’
sufferings reverberate in my own
heart; | carry their anguish in my
heart in such a way that it even
physically destroys me. | would like
all their sorrows to fall upon me, in
order to relieve my neighbour”
(Diary, p. 365). This is the degree of
compassion to which love leads,
when it takes the love of God as its
measure!

“In the evening,

when I was in my cell,

I became aware of the Lord Jesus
clothed in a white garment.
One hand was raised in blessing,
the other was touching
the garment at the breast.
From the opening
of the garment at the breast
there came forth two large rays,
one red and the other pale.

In silence
I gazed intently at the Lord;
my soul was overwhelmed with fear,
but also with great joy.
After a while Jesus said to me,
"paint an image
according to the pattern you see,
with the inscription:
Jesus, I trust in You.”
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It is this love which must inspire
humanity today, if it is to face the
crisis of the meaning of life, the
challenges of the most diverse
needs and, especially, the duty to
defend the dignity of every human
person. Thus the message of divine
mercy is also implicitly a message
about the value of every human
being. Each person is precious in
God's eyes; Christ gave his life for
each one; to everyone the Father
gives his Spirit and offers intimacy.

This consoling message is
addressed above all to those who,
afflicted by a particularly harsh trial
or crushed by the weight of the sins
they committed, have lost all
confidence in life and are tempted
to give in to despair. To them the
gentle face of Christ is offered;
those rays from his heart touch
them and shine upon them, warm
them, show them the way and fill
them with hope. How many souls
have been consoled by the prayer
“Jesus, 1 trust in you”, which
Providence intimated through
Sr. Faustina! This simple act of
abandonment to Jesus dispels the
thickest clouds and lets a ray of
light penetrate every life. Jezu, ufam
tobie.

Misericordias Domini in
aeternum cantabo (Ps 88 [89]:2).
Let us too, the pilgrim Church, join
our voice to the voice of Mary most
holy, “Mother of Mercy”, to the
voice of this new saint who sings of
mercy with all God’s friends in the
heavenly Jerusalem. And you,
Faustina, a gift of God to our time,
a gift from the land of Poland to the
whole Church, obtain for us an
awareness of the depth of divine
mercy; help us to have a living
experience of it and to bear witness
to it among our brothers and sisters.
May your message of light and
hope spread throughout the world,
spurring sinners to conversion,
calming rivalries and hatred and
opening individuals and nations to
the practice of brotherhood. Today,
fixing our gaze with you on the face
of the risen Christ, let us make our
own your prayer of trusting
abandonment and say with firm
hope: Christ Jesus, | trust in you!
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Support our semmarlans toun
humbly se| 'H' Fait ,u Juljﬂﬁj,
3

- recently ordalned priest, Father Matthew Dimian.

$50

Can help fund a seminarian’s
transport costs for community
outreach visits to the lonely,
sick, elderly, and people

in need.

$25

Can fund a seminarian’s
daily meals and nourish
their health.

$100

Can provide a theology
textbook, periodical
subscription or digital
resources.

$75

Can support a seminarian’s
monthly medical care and
wellbeing.

$200

Can support a seminarian’s
daily academic learning and
living needs.

$250

Can contribute to teaching
sacred scriptures, sacramental
and faith formation programs.

$500

Helps resource a seminarian
with a theological library, for
learning and teaching faith
for life.

$1,250

Supports spiritual direction
and retreats, enabling
seminarians to grow in
their faith.

Please give generously to the Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal




DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET

Our Father, Hail Mary
and the Apostle’s Creed

For each of the five decades on each

“Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray:
Eternal Father,
I offer you the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity
of Your Dearly Beloved Son,
Our Lord, Jesus Christ,
in atonement for our sins

and those of the whole world.

For each of the five decades on each

“Hail Mary” bead of the rosary, pray:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion,

have mercy on us and on the whole world.

Concluding Prayer
Holy God,

Holy Mighty One,
Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

(Repeat 3 times)

Closing Prayer
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless
and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible,
look kindly upon us
and increase Your mercy in us,
that in difficult moments
we might not despair
nor become despondent,
but with great confidence
submit ourselves to Your holy will,

which is Love and Mercy itself. Amen.



2nd Sunday of Easter, Year A
The Readings

Introit (I Pt. 2:2)

Like newborn infants,
you must long for the pure, spiritual milk,
that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

First Reading
The Acts of the Apostles (2:24-27)

The whole community remained faithful to the
teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the
breaking of bread and to the prayers. The many miracles
and signs worked through the apostles made a deep
impression on everyone. The faithful all lived together
and owned everything in common; they sold their goods
and possessions and shared out the proceeds among
themselves according to what each one needed. They
went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their
houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their food
gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked
up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to their
community those destined to be saved.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps. 117:2-4, 13-15, 22-24. R. v. 1)

R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.

Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.

Let the sons of Aaron say:

‘His love has no end.

Let those who fear the Lord say:
'His love has no end.’ R.

| was thrust, thrust down and falling
but the Lord was my helper.

The Lord is my strength and my song;
he was my saviour.

There are shouts of joy and victory

in the tents of the just. R.

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes.

This day was made by the Lord;

we rejoice and are glad. R.

Second Reading
The First Letter of St. Peter (1:3-9)

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his
sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we
have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that
can never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away,
because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through

your faith, God’s power will guard you until the salvation
which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time.
This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may
for a short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of
trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith
will have been tested and proved like gold—only it is
more precious than gold, which is corruptible even
though it bears testing by fire—and then you will have
praise and glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you
love him; and still without seeing him, you are already
filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described,
because you believe; and you are sure of the end to
which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of
your souls.

Gospel Acclamation (Jn. 20:29)

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!
Alleluia!

Gospel
The Gospel of John (20:19-31)

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the
week, the doors were closed in the room where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood
among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,” and
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so
am | sending you.” After saying this he breathed on them
and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins
you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you
retain, they are retained.” Thomas, called the Twin, who
was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’,
he answered, ‘Unless | see the holes that the nails made
in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they
made, and unless | can put my hand into his side, | refuse
to believe.” Eight days later the disciples were in the
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace
be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand;
put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.” Thomas
replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:

“You believe because you can see me. Happy are those
who have not seen and yet believe.

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book.
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you
may have life through his name.
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