
 

The Official Bulletin of Holy Cross Parish

Granville  
Catholic Church Record 

Vol. 8.   No. 11 March 12, 2023 3rd Sunday of Lent, Year A

earning a living may have brought 
about the change. St. Joseph, as we 
learn from St. Matthew 13:55, and   
St. Mark 6:3 was a “tekton”. The 
Greek word means in English both 
mechanic in general and carpenter in 
particular. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 It is probably at Nazareth that    
St. Joseph betrothed the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. However, it is not 
known for sure whether the marriage 
took place before or after the 
Incarnation. This marriage, true and 
complete, was, in the intention of the 
spouses, to be a virgin marriage. But 
soon the faith of St. Joseph in Mary 
was tested: she was with child. 
However painful the discovery must 
have been for him, unaware as he 
was of the mystery of the Incarnation, 
he would not defame her, and he 
resolved “to send her away quietly. 
But as he considered this, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Spirit’… When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 

the Lord commanded him; he took 
her as his wife” (Mt. 1:19, 20, 24). 

Death 

 Tradition supposes that St. Joseph 
died before the beginning of Jesus’ 
public life, and according to the 
“Story of Joseph the Carpenter”, he 
died around the year A.D. 18 or 19. 
According to the Venerable Bede, he 
was buried in the Valley of Josaphat, 
but it is also probable that he died 
and was buried at Nazareth. 

Devotion 

 St. Joseph was granted the 
singular honour of being the earthly 
father of Our Lord and the spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. As protector 
of the Holy Family he is honoured as 
the Patron of the Universal Church, 
as well as the “domestic Church” 
which is each and every Catholic 
family.  
 In 1962 Pope John XXIII decreed 
that the name of St. Joseph be 
included in the Roman Canon of the 
Mass and in 2013, following on from 
the work of Pope Benedict XVI, Pope 
Francis ordered that his name be 
added to the Eucharistic Prayers.

The Month of March  

 The Church dedicates the month 
of March to St. Joseph, the earthly 
father of Our Lord and the husband 
of the most Blessed Virgin Mary. 
March 19 marks his feast day.  

Sources of His Life 

 The chief sources of St. Joseph’s 
life are found in the Gospels of       
St. Matthew and St. Luke. It is 
interesting to note that nowhere is    
St. Joseph heard to speak and nothing 
he said is ever recorded. It is a 
powerful  symbol of the strength of 
St. Joseph and his role as guardian 
and protector of Our Lord and Our 
Holy Mother. 

Residence 

 Bethlehem, the city of David and 
his descendants, appears to have 
been the birth-place of St. Joseph. 
When, however, the Gospel history 
opens, namely, a few months before 
the Annunciation, St. Joseph was 
settled at Nazareth. Why and when 
he gave up his home to move to 
Galilee is not known; some suppose 
that the moderate circumstances of 
the family and the necessity of 
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

Holy Mass 

Tuesday, 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 8:15 a.m. 

Thursday, 8:15 a.m. 

Friday, 8:15 a.m. 

Saturday, 8:15 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

Confessions 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Holy Mass and Adoration  

of the Blessed Sacrament 

First Friday of the month, 7:00 p.m. 

Holy Mass in Latin 

First Thursday of the month, 6:00 p.m. 

Ghanaian Chaplaincy Mass 

Second and last Sunday of the month, 

11:30 a.m. 

Vietnamese Chaplaincy Mass 

Sunday, 5:00 p.m. 

Rosters 
   
Church Cleaning Group 3: Hanh Hanh 
and the Vietnamese community 

Readers  

Vigil Racquel La Rosa, Rosette Chidiac, 
Rebecca Hanson 

10:00 a.m. Raphaella Chidiac, Mary 
Georges

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 

Holy Mass 

Tuesday, 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, 9:15 a.m. 

Friday, 9:15 a.m. 

Saturday, 9:15 a.m. and 4:30 p.m 

Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 5:00 p.m. 

Confessions 

Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 

Nigerian Community Mass  

Second and fourth Sunday of the month, 

11:00 a.m. 

Rosters 

Readers  

    8:30 a.m. 

    5:00 p.m.
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Janelle Allan, John Anjoul, Marlene Ashton, John Augustus, 
Frank Azzopardi, Antonio Bifulco, Ann Blesson, Vincenzo 
Colosimo, Marcus El-Khoury, Lucy Farrugia, Carmel Galea, 
Evangeline Grabato, Thomas Hayek, Elizabeth Hicks, Peter 
Higgins, Therese Khalil, Kay King, Ruth La Rosa, Jacob 
Lee, Josephine Magro, Ester Matos, Sid Morgan, Scott 
Moulton, Tony Moussa, Ben Nursoo, Sarah-Joy O’Connor, 
Flory Pinto, Don Provest, Therese Smeal, Ricardo Tognini, 
Lorraine Vella, Sam Wardan.  

✠  
Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,  
by the grace of your Holy Spirit  

cure the weaknesses of your servants,  
and mercifully restore them to full health. 

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.

IN MEMORIAM 

Nieves Arribas, Phillip Axiak, Victor Azzopardi, Claudio 
Basamez, Antonia Agustin Bernardo, Nick Bonello, Betty 
Borg, Kathleen Bradbery, Paul Bradbery, Charles Bugeja, 
Mary Caden, Dick Cahill, Gwen Cahill, Vincent Cahill, 
Phyllis May Denmeade, Carmen Galea, Maria Gambin, 
John Graham, Joe Grech, Mary Grech, Sam Grech, Kelvin 
Huitt, Salim Karaki, Nouhad Khoury, Frouzine Malkoun, 
Jacob Malkoun, Mouna Malkoun, Ofimia Malkoun, 
Mounir Mattar, Magdalena Mendoza, Joseph Nammour, 
Jack Newell, Jean Newell, Tony Newell, Haydee Nursoo, 
Sheila Pidgeon, Peter Robertson, Mitzi Rowe, Anna 
Saunig, Sergio Sudiro, Emanuel Tabone, Darren Thornton, 
Joseph Vella, Joy Worrell, Dib Zaiter. 

✠ 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them.
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World Youth Day  
Fundraiser BBQ  

in Support of Elvis Nguyen 

 Elvis Nguyen, who is well 
known in this parish for his 
incredible dedication at serving at 
the altar and for assisting as cantor, 
has been selected as a pilgrim for 
this year’s World Youth Day in 
Lisbon, Portugal in July. 
  

 The travel costs for each pilgrim 
are high and they are required to 
a r range a l l funding fo r the 
pilgrimage. In support of Elvis and 
to assist him with these costs, the 
parish will be hosting a fundraiser 
BBQ nex t Sunday a f te r the          
10:00 a.m. Mass at Holy Trinity 
Church. 
 Elvis serves up to five Masses 
every weekend in the parish as well 
as arranging altar servers and 
assisting in organising many of the 
other Masses and devot ions 
throughout the year. As well as all 
this, he also regularly sings at the 
vigil Mass.  
 It is for this dedication and 
service to the parish and his love of 
the Mass and of Our Lord that we 
should be generous in our support 
of him in helping him to raise the 
money to travel to World Youth 
Day.  
 So please join us next Sunday 
for this BBQ to contribute to this 
fundraiser and to help Elvis travel to 
World Youth Day!

Important Notice Regarding 
Holy Mass Times 

 On Palm Sunday, the temporary 
Holy Mass times of 7:30 a.m. at 
Holy Family Church and of          
3:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church 
will not be offered. The other Mass 
times will remain as usual for that 
day. 
 On Easter Sunday, the temporary 
Holy Mass times of 7:30 a.m. at 
Holy Family Church and of           
3:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity Church 
will not be offered.

“Into the Wilderness” 
A Holy Cross Parish  
40 Day Prayer Guide  
to Keep a Holy Lent  

 Fol lowing the success o f 
previous Lent and Advent prayer 
guides and in response to appeals 
by parishioners of this parish and of 
other parishes for another guide for 
Lent, we are pleased to announce 
the launch of this year’s 40 day 
prayer guide for Lent entitled “Into 
the Wilderness: A 40-Day Prayer 
Guide to Keep a Holy Lent”.  

 This book, devotedly written by 
John Portelli, is a day by day guide 
for each day of Lent offering the 
Gospel of the day as well as 
prayers, meditations and a daily 
action. 
 This book of prayers and 
devotions is a way for each of us to 
spend a few minutes each day of 
Lent to focus on the messages given 
to us through scripture and a way 
for self-assessment of our own 
actions, failings, and desire for 
reparation for our sins through 
meditation, prayer, and daily 
actions. 
 This prayer book is available in 
the piety shop for $10 or online by 
v i s i t i n g o u r w e b s i t e a t 
holycrossgranville.org.au.

First Holy Communion 
Enrolment Form is Available 

and Confirmation 
Enrolments Close Next Week 

 Enrolments are open for those 
who would like their children to 
make their first confession and first 
Holy Communion (year 3 and 
a b ove ) a n d t o r e c e ive t h e 
Sacrament of Confirmation (year 5 
and above). Forms are available 
from Fr. Andrew after Mass. 
 Please note that enrolments for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation will 
be closing next week.

N O T I C E S
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Good Friday “Cross Walk” 

 On Good Friday, we will again 
hold our Stations of the Cross 
“Cross Walk” from Holy Trinity 
Church to Holy Family Church.  
 As in previous years, we are 
asking for people to offer their 
houses as one of the stations along 
the way, where we will stop and 
pray outside for a few minutes 
before going on to the next station. 
 If you live on Grimwood Street, 
William Street, Clyde Street or    
The Trongate and would like to 
offer your home as one of the 
possible stations, please speak with 
Fr. Andrew or contact the parish 
office during the week. We can 
then discuss whether we can 
include your home in the route 
planned for the Good Friday walk.
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Available in the piety shop for $10 
or download your copy at holycrossgranville.org.au

http://holycrossgranville.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 Our Lord Jesus, taught His 
Disciples, and teaches us through 
the scriptures: “Ask and you shall 
receive.”  
 St. Mary of the Cross Mackillop 
once said: “Never see a need 
without doing something about it.”  
 St. John of the Cross tells us: 
“Seek in reading and thou shalt find 
in meditation.”  
 These short, yet powerful 
messages, are the catalyst for our 
newest Holy Cross Resource: “Into 
the Wilderness.”  
 After the success and feedback 
given by many about the parish’s 
advent resource, “Prepare A Way!” 
in addition to countless requests 
f r o m p a r i s h i o n e r s f o r a 
supplementary edition for the 
season of Lent, we are proud to be 
able to launch “Into the Wilderness
—A 40 Day Prayer Guide to keep a 
Holy Lent.”  
 “Into the Wilderness” is a 
resource which is designed to 
a c c o m p a n y y o u e a c h d a y 
throughout Lent, into the Sacred 
Triduum and into the Solemnity of 
Easter.  
 This is as an added opportunity 
to give a short period of time daily, 
to focus on the messages given to 
us through scripture and a way for 
self-assessment of our own actions, 
failings, and desire for reparation 
for our sins through meditation, 
prayer, and daily actions.

 Just as our Lord entered the 
Wilderness when he began his 
ministry, we are also invited to 
journey with him in the wilderness 
throughout this holy season and to 
bring to the front of our mind and 
heart, ways for us to spiritually 
prepare for the Sacred Triduum and 
to fittingly honour our Lord’s 
Passion, Death and Resurrection.  

 This parish resource is also 
specially designed to compliment 
the many in-parish activities which 
will be available throughout Lent. 
These Daily Actions are listed each 
day to highlight how you can 
complete a Lenten action within 
the parish. This may include 
a t t end ing a weekday Mass ,         

INTO THE WILDERNESS
                          A 40-Day Prayer Guide To Keep Holy Lent

Stations of the Cross or the 
Sacrament of Penance (Confession). 
Other corporal works of mercy such 
as praying for the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory, the Faithful Departed 
and all forgotten souls, is suggested 
each week to remember those who 
have died in the hopes that they 
will in turn pray for us upon, 
through the mercy of God, reaching 
heaven.  
 Please collect your copy from 
the piety shop or download an 
online version from the parish 
website.  
 We hope that through the 
assistance of this new parish 
resource, you will be able to delve 
deeper into this holy season.  
 It is hoped this resource will 
draw you and your families into a 
time of prayer in this holy season of 
Lent and drive a sense of unity with 
others from across the parish in 
t o g e t h e r n e s s a n d a c t i v e 
involvement in the Masses, liturgies 
and ceremonies which are available 
to us all who wish to take part in 
preparing ourselves to celebrate 
worthily Easter. 
 Through this season of Lent, as 
we prepare to celebrate the 
solemnity of the Resurrection of our 
Lord, may we seek and find the 
needs o f o ther s wi th in our 
community through prayer and 
meditation as we go into the 
wilderness with our Lord.

AVAILABLE IN PRINT IN THE PIETY SHOP FOR $10 
AND ONLINE AT  

holycrossgranville.org.au
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Introit (Cf. Ps. 24:15-16) 
   My eyes are always on the Lord, 
for he rescues my feet from the snare. 
Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and poor. 

First Reading 
The Book of Exodus (17:3-7) 

 Tormented by thirst, the people complained against 
Moses. ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was 
it so that I should die of thirst, my children too, and my 
cattle?’ Moses appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with 
this people?’ he said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of 
Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I shall 
be standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb. You must 
strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to 
drink.’ This is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. The place was named Massah and Meribah because of 
the grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they put the 
Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with us, or not?’ 

Responsorial Psalm (Ps. 94:1-2, 6-9. ℟. v. 8) 

℟. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 
hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. ℟. 

Come in; let us bow and bend low; 
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. ℟. 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ ℟. 

Second Reading 
The Letter of St. Paul to the Romans (5:1-2, 5-8) 

 Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged 
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and 
through Jesus that we have entered this state of grace in 
which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory. 
This hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has been 
poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been 
given us. We were still helpless when at his appointed 
moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even 
for a good man—though of course for someone really worthy, 
a man might be prepared to die—but what proves that God 
loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. 

Gospel Acclamation (Jn. 4:42, 15) 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; 
give me living water, that I may never thirst again. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel 
The Gospel of John (4:5-15, 19-26, 39-42) 

 Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near 
the land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is 
there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by 
the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a 
drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. 
The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? You are a Jew 
and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’—Jews, in fact, 
do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: ‘If you only 
knew what God is offering and who it is that is saying to 
you: Give me a drink, you would have been the one to ask, 
and he would have given you living water.’ 
 ‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is 
deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a 
greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this well 
and drank from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’ 
Jesus replied: ‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty 
again: but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will 
never be thirsty again: the water that I shall give will turn 
into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ 
 ‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so 
that I may never get thirsty and never have to come here 
again to draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our 
fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that 
Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus 
said: ‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know; for salvation comes from the Jews. But 
the hour will come—in fact it is here already—when true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that 
is the kind of worshipper the Father wants. God is spirit, 
and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’  
 The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah—that is, 
Christ—is coming; and when he comes he will tell us 
everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am 
he.’ Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on 
the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when the 
Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay with 
them.  
 He stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them 
many more came to believe; and they said to the woman, 
‘Now we no longer believe because of what you told us; 
we have heard him ourselves and we know that he really is 
the saviour of the world.’

3rd Sunday of Lent, Year A 
The Readings
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